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Atomic	 Force	 Microscope	 has	 become	 a	 routine	
surface	 characterisation	 tool.	 Though	 it	 is	 named	 a	
microscope	and	is	used	to	visualise	the	surfaces,	AFM	
does	 not	 ‘see’	 the	 surfaces	 but	 ‘feels’	 them	 just	 as	
one	would	do	while	reading	Braille.	This	talk	will	deal	
with	the	atomic	forces	that	are	felt	and	how	they	are	
measured.	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 talk	 would	 be	 to	 give	 a	
basic	understanding	of	the	operation	of	the	AFM	and	
bring	out	 the	various	 issues	 involved	 in	obtaining	an	
‘image’.	 	Operating	parameters	that	need	to	be	fine	tuned	will	be	explained	with	
specific	examples	of	‘imaging’	soft	biological	samples.		
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